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2. VESSELS SUBJECT TO REGISTRATION WITH THE POLISH REGI-
STRY 

The rule is that entry in the registry is obligatory for a ship (the Act defines yachts 

as ships) which is Polish property, i.e. a ship that: 

1) is at least half-owned by a legal person established in Poland or a Polish natio-

nal residing in Poland, if the operator of that ship has their domicile or princi-

pal or branch establishment in Poland and the ship, at the request of all the jo-

int owners, has been entered in the permanent registry ledger of the Polish re-

gistry of ships; 

2) is owned by a corporate entity established abroad in which a legal person esta-

blished in Poland or a Polish national residing in Poland holds a participation if 

the operator of that ship is domiciled or has his principal or branch establish-

ment in Poland and the ship, at the request of the owner, has been entered in 

the permanent registry ledger of the Polish registry of ships; 

A ship owned by a citizen of  an EU Member State or a legal person established in an 

EU Member State may also be entered in the Polish registry, with the reservation 

that the following ships are also considered to be such ships: 

1) a ship that is at least half-owned by a legal person established in an EU Member 

State or an EU Member State national, if the operator of that ship has their 

domicile or principal or branch establishment in an EU Member State and the 

ship, at the request of all the joint owners, has been entered in the permanent 

registry ledger of the Polish registry of ships; 

2) a ship that is owned by a corporate entity established abroad in which a legal 

person established in an EU Member State or an EU Member State national holds 

a participation if the operator of that ship is domiciled or has his principal or 

branch establishment in an EU Member State and the ship, at the request of the 
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owner, has been entered in the permanent registry ledger of the Polish registry 

of ships. 

3. OBLIGATION TO REGISTER YACHTS 

Under the new law, yachts (both offshore and inland) with a length of more than 7,5 

m or motor-driven boats with an engine power of more than 15 kW not exceeding 24 

m in length are subject to registration. 

The following are not subject to registration: 

1) vessels exclusively intended for regattas and sports competitions, having a ra-

ting class and a valid certificate issued by a Polish sports association or a com-

petent body in the flag state of the yacht, as well as rowing racing boats; 

2) vessels propelled exclusively by human power; 

3) surfboards, windsurf boards or other similar craft. 

Other vessels of less than 7,5 m in length, both unpowered and motor-driven boats 

with an engine power of up to 15 kW, shall not be subject to registration. 

4. AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR REGISTERING YACHTS 

Formerly, depending on the dimension and purpose criteria, vessels in Poland used 

to be registered with a sports association, an admiralty court, or a maritime offi-

ce.  
The thing is, however, that it used to be quite a challenge to select the appropria-

te authority for such registration.  

Now, the new law only establishes two types of  registration authorities. 

They are: 
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1) the starost (county head) office, as well as city-county offices (as in the City of 

Szczecin, for instance), 

2) the relevant Polish sports association (e.g. the Polish Yachting Association); 

This means that after 1 August 2020, a yacht used for sports or leisure purposes not 

exceeding 24 m in length is subject to registration with a sports association, a sta-

rost office or a city-county office. 

This will also be particulalry convenient for foreign vessel operators or owners, 

who under the new law have been given the possibility to register their craft under 

the Polish flag. 

The details entered in the general registry by either of the registration authorities 

are then administered by the Director of the Maritime Office in Szczecin, who is 

responsible for running the general registry of yachts. 

It should be noted here, however, that a yacht exceeding 24 meters in length, or a 

yacht shorter than that but whose owner plans to establish a maritime mortgage 

on (e.g. for loan-taking purposes), will still be subject to registration with Polish 

admiralty courts (pursuant to a separate procedure). 

5. FREEDOM TO CHOOSE THE REGISTRATION AUTHORITY 

The small number of registration authorities out there have ceased to be sufficient 

to meet the demands of the developing yachting sector in Poland. All the more so 

that under the new law both legal and natural persons from the EU are now also 

entitled to register their vessels with the Polish Registry, with the registration au-

thorities having recently had to face a massive migration of vessel owners and ope-

rators from the Netherlands and Belgium, where recent amendments to the yacht 

registration regulations have rendered them less favorable. 
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The new Act on the Registration of Yachts has made the starost and the city-county 

mayor a new (in addition to the existing sports associations) authority responsible 

for registering yachts with the newly established national registration system (Re-

ja24).  

At the same time, apart from establishing these new yacht registration authorities, 

the local jurisdiction (or regionalization, if you like) of registration authorities has 

been canceled.   Anyone intending to register a yacht under the Polish flag has full 

discretion in choosing the registration authority. From 1 August 2020, a yacht can 

be registered with any starost office, city-county office, or relevant sports associa-

tion, with all the data finally ending up in a single registry anyway. 

Naturally, the new legal situation needs time to "settle". We should not really 

expect every county office (or city-county office) to be fully prepared and have 

perfect understanding of the new procedure. All the more so because the Reja24 

system is not the easiest to handle, especially for local government staffers with 

no former experience with yacht registration. 

However, the freedom to choose a registration authority is an important facilita-

tion for owners and operators wishing to register their vessel under the Polish flag. 

6. MAILING ADDRESS IN POLAND REQUIRED 

The new law certainly provides good perspectives for yacht owners and operator 

from both Poland and the EU. 

It is therefore somewhat surprising that among the formal requirements for the 

vessel registration application the legislator should include a requirement for a 

mailing address in Poland. 

The reason for this condition is not fully intelligible, since having to establish an 

address for service in Poland is bound to cause an unnecessary problem for foreign 

owners and operators. 
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One might expect the legislator to have used a more logical solution to this matter 

when constructing an Act of such significance to yachting and designed to streng-

then the Polish flag. 

7. TERM FOR REGISTRATION AND LEGAL SITUATION OF THE CRA-
FT IN THE MEANTIME 

The registration authority shall record the vessel in the registry or decide not to 

register the vessel within a term of  30 days. This period will run from the date your 

complete application for registration is submitted. 

Along with their application, the owner of a vessel registered with a foreign regi-

stry must submit a document confirming that it has been deleted from the previo-

us registry. 

The confirmation document must specify the former registration authority, the 

vessel’s former registration number, its former date of registration and the date of 

its deletion from that registry.  

8. REGISTRATION APPROVAL-PENDING CERTIFICATES 

A vessel without a confirmed registration status may not be operated, which is 

why, in order to minimize the difficulties caused by the registration procedure, the 

Act has introduced a transitional period between submission of the application and 

the registration / refusal.  

The registration authority issues a certificate confirming that an application for 

registration has been submitted, which the vessel owner may use until the regi-

stration document has been issued or the decision to refuse to register has been 

delivered. The certificate is issued after the authority has verified the complete-

ness of the application for registration.  
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9. CHARGES  

As from 1 August 2020, a new tariff of fees for administrative procedures carried 

out before yacht registration authorities has applied. According to the Act on the 

Registration of Yachts and Other Vessels up to 24 m in Length and its implementing 

acts, the fee for: 

1) the registration and issue of the registration document, 

2) an amendment to the registered details and the issue of the registration docu-

ment, 

3) the issue of a duplicate of the registration document, 

IS PLN 80 (PLN 80 ≈ EUR 18). 

4) the issue of a certified copy of or extract from the registry of yachts, IS PLN 15 (PLN 15 

≈ EUR 3.36). 

10. VALIDITY OF EXISTING REGISTRATIONS AND THE RENEWAL 
FEE 

Registry entries and registration documents issued under the former rules will re-

main valid, but unfortunately only for a limited period of time. 

The legislator has assumed the following qualification: 

1) registry entries made and documents issued by 1 January 2000 - for a period of 

12 months from the date of entry into force of the Act, i.e. until 1 August 2021; 

2) registry entries made and documents issued by 1 January 2006 - for a period of 

18 months from the date of entry into force of the Act, i.e. until 1 February 

2022; 
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3) registry entries made and documents issued after 1 January 2006 - for a period 

of 30 months from the date of entry into force of the Act, i.e. until 1 February 

2023. 

After these deadlines expire, the owner of each craft registered under the former 

legislation shall be obliged to re-register it under the new rules. 

The re-registration fee for a vessel registered under the former rules is PLN 60. 

If the vessel is being re-registered with the registration authority that keeps the 

vessel’s former registry (e.g. the Polish Yachting Association), the application does 

not require attachment of the documentation already on file, as long as the docu-

mentation is up to date. In this case, the registration authority enters the informa-

tion in the registry and uploads digital images of the documents to the registry 

file, on the basis of the documentation held. 

However, the owner of a vessel which was not subject to registration under the 

former legislation is now required to register it within 17 months of the date of en-

try into force of the Act. 

Therefore, caution must be exercised as no automatic registration is envisaged, 

requiring us to remember to re-register each unit! 

The changes introduced by the Polish legislator are welcome as they help centrali-

ze the registry and allow for extensive cooperation with external entities. Certain-

ly, this will improve substantially the safety of legal traffic and of shipping itself. 

11. RADIO LICENSES 

It is worth reiterating here that operating a yacht under the Polish flag requires a 

license to operate radio equipment on that vessel. Consequently, the vessel’s 

owner or operator must apply to the Polish Office of Electronic Communications 

for a radio license. 
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Together with the radio license, the Office of Electronic Communications issues the 

vessel with a call sign and an MMSI (marine vessels) or ATIS (inland vessels) number 

required by international law for the safety of navigation. 

When applying for a radio license, the natural person who owns the vessel is obli-

ged to submit to the Office of Electronic Communications the relevant documents 

confirming his or her qualifications to operate the radio equipment on board the 

yacht that the authorization procedure applies to. 

In the case of an applicant who is not a Polish national, the Office of Electronic 

Communications will recognize qualifications awarded by the Royal Yachting Asso-

ciation, a British organization providing sailing training. This body issues compe-

tency certificates in English, which are among the most globally recognized quali-

fications. 

The obligation to prove one’s qualification does not apply to a legal person who 

owns the vessel and who is applying for a radio license for that craft, as it is belie-

ved that such legal person shall not at the same time be the skipper/master of the 

vessel, as the post is held by a natural person. 

Formerly, the registration obligation applied to call signs awarded by the Office of 

Electronic Communications under a radio license, which could only be applied for 

if the vessel was entered in the Polish registry. Consequently, the owner or opera-

tor was forced to register their vessel without the call sign and then apply for the 

call sign from the Office of Electronic Communications. After these operations, the 

entry in the Polish registry of yachts could be supplemented with the newly awar-

ded call sign. 

The current Act on the Registration of Yachts and Other Vessels up to 24 m in Leng-

th and its implementing acts establish a new method of co-operation between the 

registry of yachts and the Office of Electronic Communications, which should faci-

litate the handling of formalities. 
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As a result of these changes, when a radio license is issued for the use of radio 

equipment in the maritime and inland radio communication service, and in the 

event of an amendment to or revocation or expiry of that license, the Office of 

Electronic Communications will promptly enter such details in the new registry 

(within a maximum of 24 h). 

The following details are entered in the registry: 

1) the call sign or marine radio MMSI identification number; 

2) the period of validity or the date of revocation or expiry of the radio license; 

3) the type of device. 

This means that the Office of Electronic Communications will remain in constant 

cooperation with the new national registry and, additionally, be able to enter its 

own data using ICT systems. 

Now, the owner of the vessel having been awarded with their radio license will not 

have to worry about the status of their entry in the registry of yachts, as it will be 

automatically updated with the new details. 

12. EMERGENCY RADIO BEACONS 

In view of existing EU legislation and the widely-defined safety of navigation, your 

EPIRB beacon notified to the Office of Electronic Communications must be registe-

red with the Civil Aviation Authority which, similarly to the Office of Electronic 

Communications, is expected to maintain permanent cooperation with the new re-

gistry and is obliged to promptly enter in the registry the following details: 

1) information on which act has been performed: an entry in the records, an 

amendment to an entry or removal of an entry from the records; 
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2) the date of the entry in the records, amendment of an entry or removal of an 

entry from the records; 

3) the identification code of the emergency beacon. 

13. YACHT NAME APPROVAL UNDER THE NEW REGULATIONS 

Before the new Act on the Registration of Yachts entered into force, the awarding 

and confirming of yacht names was governed by a resolution of the Minister of In-

frastructure. 

 The number of requirements provided for therein was quite extensive, especially 

for small vessels.  

After submitting a proposal for a name, its compliance with the Minister’s regula-

tion criteria was explored. When approving the name, its compatibility with the 

nature and size of the vessel was verified at the very least, and it was checked 

whether the proposed name (or the alternative proposed name) has already been 

given to or reserved for another vessel. 

As part of the name-approval procedure, the authority verified whether the name 

already existed or not, while the applicant was forced to demonstrate extraordina-

ry creativity by suggesting two, three or even more “back-up names”.  

The name-approval procedure has been amended by the Act of 1 August 2020, and 

now the name for a marine vessel used for sports or leisure purposes of up to 24 m 

in length is no longer subject to approval. 

With the amendment, the legislator has repealed the name-approval procedure for 

sports and leisure craft and reduced the number of requirements that names need 

to meet. 
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The implementing regulation to the Act on the Registration of Vessels (issued by 

the Minister of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation) puts forward four general 

requirements that names need to comply with: 

1) the name may be composed of letters and characters used in Polish, and of 

Arabic or Roman numerals; 

2) the name may not include more than 33 characters; 

3) the name may not correspond, either in spelling or pronunciation, to the spel-

ling or pronunciation of words used to designate rescue services and their ac-

tions; 

4) the name may not contain words or phrases generally considered as profane or 

offensive. 

In line with the new yacht registration regulations, the name-approval procedure 

for marine ships used for sports or leisure purposes not exceeding 24 m in length 

has been canceled. Consequently, there is no formal verification of whether or not 

the proposed name already exists in the index of names or has been reserved for a 

series of yachts. 

As a result of this, yachts may happen to have the same names. This appears to be 

a reasonable direction, especially that the vessel identification method has chan-

ged, as well. Now, the greatest significance in vessel identification is attributed to 

the Unique Identification Number (the Polish acronym being “INI”), which is a di-

stinct identifier accompanying the vessel for its entire operational life. Under the 

new Act, the registration authority awards a distinctive INI upon registration, ensu-

ring there is no need to strengthen the yacht’s identity any further by giving it a 

unique name. 

The name given to your vessel is to be placed on each side of the bow. The bow 

must bear an identification of its home port, the name of the yacht, and the regi-

stration number under the name. 
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14. RESERVATION OF A NAME FOR A YACHT UNDER CONSTRUC-
TION 

A name for a yacht under construction may be reserved on the request of its 

owner.  
The name may be reserved for a maximum of 7 months of the date of the request. 

The reserved name may then be used when applying for your vessel’s registration 

with the Polish registry. 

15. OBLIGATION TO KEEP THE REGISTRY DETAILS UP TO DATE  

If the ownership title to a yacht is to be transferred to another person, its existing 

owner is obliged to send the registration document to the new owner.  

The vessel’s owner is obliged to notify the registration authority of the title trans-

fer and present the relevant documents confirming the circumstances.  

The owner of a vessel that is subject to registration is also obliged to notify the 

registration authority of any other changes in the facts that require amendments 

to be made to the registration details. In this case, the owner must also present 

the relevant documents confirming that the changes have taken place. If changes 

in the facts have rendered the registration details out of date, the owner is obli-

ged to submit a request for an amendment to the registration details to be made 

and for a (new) registration document to be issued.  

The deadline for any changed facts to be notified is 30 days of the change taking 

place. 

 
The fee for amending the registration details and being issued with the registration 

document is PLN 80.  
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NOTE: The vessel owner that fails to make the aforementioned notification is sub-

ject to a fine, which may be imposed by authorized officials of a local branch offi-

ce of the maritime authority, authorized officials of a local branch office of the 

inland navigation authority, and Police and Border Guard officers. 

16. REMOVAL OF A VESSEL FROM THE REGISTRY 

A vessel can be removed from the registry on its owner’s request. The request 

must be accompanied by the registration document.  

In the following cases, a vessel shall be removed from the registry ex officio by 

way of a decision of the authority that issued the registration document: 

1) the vessel has been completely destroyed or has permanently lost the characte-

ristics of a watercraft; 

2) the vessel has ceased to comply with the registration requirements; 

3) there are safety concerns, or concerns regarding national defense or another 

important public interest. 

The owner of a vessel removed from the registry ex officio is obliged to return the 

registration document to the registration authority within 14 days of receipt of the 

removal decision. The moment a vessel is removed from the registry it loses its Po-

lish nationality.  

NOTE: The vessel owner that fails to return the registration document as stated 

above is subject to a fine, which may be imposed by authorized officials of a local 

branch office of the maritime authority, authorized officials of a local branch offi-

ce of the inland navigation authority, and Police and Border Guard officers. 

17. SUMMARY  

As of 1 August 2020, Polish law on registering yachts has changed. Under the new 

law, the entire procedure for registering vessels with the Polish registry is meant 
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to be as accessible 
 and understandable to vessel owners and operators as possible.  

After the two months of its operation (August – September 2020), first conclusions 

on how it works in practice can be attempted. 

Serious problems are caused by errors in the Reja 24 electronic registration system 

occurring in many stages of its operation.  

Teams responsible for the technical side of its operation have been struggling to 

remedy the defects for almost two months already. The result is that, unfortunate-

ly, many registration authorities have not yet finalized a single registration via the 

Reja 24 system since 1 August. 

Officials responsible for registering yachts are often of the opinion that it is still 

advisable to register vessels on paper rather than electronically. Yet, this is not 

what we expected of the new law, one that is seen as so important for the "Polish 

flag". 

Certainly, the Reja 24 system will finally be brought back to a fully operational sta-

tus, but one cannot help to notice that the initial enthusiasm is fading away.  

Owners of vessels from other EU Member States who, on hearing of Poland’s new 

law introducing accessible and understandable yacht registration, have deregiste-

red their yachts from their national registries in order to re-register them under 

the Polish flag, find themselves in an unfavorable situation.  

For instance, such re-registration seemed to be an excellent solution for Belgian 

boat owners, as shortly before the new law was enacted in Poland Belgium tighte-

ned up its own vessel registration rules.  

However, as a result of the system's errors many applications for registration have 

not yet been processed and finalized since early August (electronic applications). 

As a result, some vessels whose applications remain "suspended" now have no na-
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tionality, and thus cannot be lawfully operated, as the Polish authorities are una-

ble to issue their owners even with a provisional document (certificate). 

Doubts are also raised about the newly-established registration authorities’ prepa-

redness to do their job. While the formerly responsible authorities, namely the Po-

lish Yachting Association and the Polish Motorboat and Water Ski Association, are 

experienced in yacht registration, starost and city-county offices are coping with 

completely unfamiliar tasks. 

The reality is that the registration authorities are either learning how the new sys-

tem operates through their own practice or, in the case of smaller institutions, are 

acquiring that knowledge from their larger and more experienced counterparts. 

So, it will take some time before a yacht can be registered unobstructed with any 

registration authority.  

Before this happens, you had better choose the city-county offices of large cities 

(Szczecin, Gdańsk), or sports associations, to achieve that effect. 

As soon as the newly-established bodies and the Reja 24 system start working pro-

perly, the entire yacht registration system in Poland will surely regain stability and 

reduce the burden on the original responsible authorities, such as the Polish Yach-

ting Association. 

Of course, this update on the implementation of the new yacht registration proce-

dures in Poland describes the status as at the end of September 2020. 

Certainly, any of the system’s errors and shortcomings will be carefully rectified by 

those responsible for implementing the new regulations. There is no doubt that 

over time everything will start working properly and the new law will act as expec-

ted.  

So, make sure you keep track of the news with the updates published on our we-

bsites ☺ 
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We will certainly keep you informed of the progress in the implementation of the new Polish 

yacht registration system (at www.patrykzbroja.pl, https://www.linkedin.com/com-

pany/zbroja-adwokaci-legal-office and https://www.facebook.com/Kancelaria-

AdwokackaPatrykZbroja ) 

Looking for advice or information? 

Contact us directly at: kancelaria@zbrojaadwokaci.pl or t.wisniewski@zbrojaadwoka-

ci.pl  

(…) Tomasz Wiśniewski 

(…) Patryk Zbroja 
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